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SNSF PROMYS PROGRAMME

• funded by the Swiss National Science Foundation

• PROMYS is designed to support Principal Investigators from 

Eastern Europe at the stage where they consolidate their own 

independent research team or programme

• the only grant awarded in the social sciences 

• 5 year funding

• focus on research excellence 



CONTENTION

A Comparative Analysis of Contentious Politics in the European Semi-
periphery

Why we need it?

• 3 aspects of current conjuncture 

• crisis of representative democracy

• new cycle of contention post 2008

• rise of populism 

• invites an approach that studies ---

• the intersection between the social and the political field

• the nexus between parties and movements 

• “the structuration of political conflict in Europe, based on an 
analysis of political contestation in the electoral arena, the 
protest arena and in issue-specific public interactions” (Kriesi et 
al project)

• are we witnessing a change in long-term trends in the development 
of political conflict in Europe?



SEMI-PERIPHERY

• dependence theory

• post 2008 exposed diverging trajectories among EU MS

• though EU integration is premised on the idea that MS will 

converge, European economies have clustered into 

distinctive varieties of capitalism (Bohle and Greskovits, 2013; King, 

2007; Nölke and Vliegenthart, 2009)

• semi-periphery

• comparing Southern and Eastern Europe

• breaking out of ‘post-socialist’ studies

• Eurocritical perspective 



RESEARCH DESIGN

• two paired comparisons (Tarrow 2010)

• comparing pairs assumes contextual factors fairly similar

• comparison across pairs intended to highlight theoretically 

relevant differences

• period under study 2000-17, ‘before and after’ design

• Phase 1: Protest Event Analysis dataset

• map political contention in four countries

• Phase 2: qualitative research of urban social movements 

in Zagreb, Belgrade, Madrid/Barcelona and Lisbon 
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PROTEST EVENT ANALYSIS

• type of content analysis mostly used in explanations related 
to the political process approach, valued by researchers 
particularly because of its potential for cross-national, cross-
time, and cross-issue comparison (Hutter 2014)

• 1990s/early 2000s 

• wider use; methodological discussions

• cross-national studies

• Kriesi and associates

• Ekiert and Kubik

• Key weaknesses

• selection bias (bigger events, events in cities, issue-specific)

• description bias (errors of omission, interpretation; distinction 
between hard and soft news)



IMPLEMENTATION OF PEA DATA 

COLLECTION

• conducting pilot study June 2017

• finalizing codebook July 2017

• recruiting coders in all locations June – Sept 2017

• securing access to news archives June – Sept 2017

• DATA COLLECTION Sept 2017 – June 2018

• publishing dataset Sept 2018


